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there could not have accessed my med-
ical records or known what medica-
tions I am on; and I happen to be on 
several heart medications. 

This is a recipe for disaster, and to 
fix this crucial shortcoming I have in-
troduced legislation to increase tax 
breaks for physicians who invest in the 
new technology of electronic medical 
records. Physicians are more likely to 
adopt this new technology if our Tax 
Code helps offset the substantial, and 
they can be substantial, initial costs. 

We have seen the success of this tac-
tic with other tax relief for small busi-
nesses. H.R. 4641, the Adopt HIT Act, 
will help our doctors save money, time 
and, most importantly, Mr. Speaker, 
save lives. 

Reforming health care will make 
coverage more affordable and acces-
sible for both workers and employers, 
especially our small businessmen and 
women. But affordable health care is 
only half of the equation. After all, the 
most affordable health care in the 
world is, Mr. Speaker, irrelevant if a 
patient cannot get in to see a doctor 
when he is sick or visit the emergency 
room when he is injured. 

As a practicing physician for nearly 
30 years, I have seen the results of our 
troubled medical tort system firsthand. 
In many communities, hospitals have 
closed, women have to travel across 
State lines for prenatal care, emer-
gency rooms lack the on-call special-
ists they need to save lives. This 
should not happen in America, home to 
the greatest physicians in the world. 

I call on my colleagues to join me in 
the effort to create a consumer-driven 
system of care for our country. 

f 

HONORING MORGAN PARK HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to tell this Congress and this Nation 
about a high school success story. 
Today I would like to acknowledge stu-
dents and teachers from the Morgan 
Park High School located in my dis-
trict, the first congressional district on 
the south side of the City of Chicago. 

Morgan Park High School students 
posted world-class advanced place-
ments test scores. Mr. Speaker, it must 
be noted, particularly as this is the 
month that we celebrate black history, 
February, it must be noted that out of 
the more than 15,000 high schools and 
31 countries worldwide, more students 
at Morgan Park High School passed 
their AP exams in two courses, English 
language composition and European 
history, than at any other high school 
in the Nation or in the world. 

b 1930 

The vast majority of these students 
were African American. The number of 
African-American students passing 
these college-level exams at Morgan 

Park High School is even more amaz-
ing considering the fact that African 
Americans are the most underrep-
resented racial group in the country in 
AP classrooms. 

Mr. Speaker, thanks to the excellent 
teaching and tutelage of their teachers, 
Ms. Judith Keyhoe, Ms. Marilyn Jack-
son and Mr. Martin Luzzo, all of the 
Morgan Park students deserve special 
recognition and congratulations from 
this Congress today. 

Morgan Park High School is a great 
example of what dedicated administra-
tors, committed teachers, motivated 
students, and involved parents can ac-
complish; and I ask all my colleagues 
to please join me in congratulating 
Morgan Park High School, this fine 
school, for their wonderful academic 
achievement. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
just take a moment to name the indi-
vidual students that allowed Morgan 
Park High School to soar to these un-
precedented heights. These students 
are: Jorge Anguiano, Jenele Anderson, 
Desney Avery, Nicole Banks, Brian 
Belcher, Aryelle Berry, Evan Beverly, 
Jasmine Bomer, Justin Booz, Christina 
Boyce, Jenise Chappell, Monique 
Childress, Angelo Dasilva, Eric Dorsey, 
Natalie Dowdell, Patrice Gardner, Jef-
frey Gonzales, Brandon Hamilton, 
Zellonda Harris, Rachel Hoffman, 
Dominique Jones, Edward King, 
Latasha Kinnard, Juwaun Mcclain, 
Amanda Moore, Tichina Moore, 
Eduardo Morales, Jeffrey Nelson, 
Cecilia Ortiz, Kimberly Randle, Ashley 
Rouse, Lajoi Royston, Renata Sago, 
Bradley Thomas, Jerome Wade, 
Langston Wesley, Alexandria Willis, 
Rachel Woods, Joshua Young. 

To the students at Morgan Park High 
School, we take our hats off to you. 
Keep up the good work. Make sure that 
you keep on the path to success. This 
Congress, this Nation, is very proud of 
you. God bless you. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARCHANT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SOLIS) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

(Ms. SOLIS addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from South Dakota (Ms. 
HERSETH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. HERSETH addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extension of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. DELAURO addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
what a great pleasure it is to come and 
speak to the House tonight about a 
number of different topics. I want to 
thank the leadership and the con-
ference for giving me the opportunity 
to lead an hour here and talk about 
things that are of utmost importance 
to our citizens all across this Nation. 

When I have talked with some of my 
constituents, many of my constituents 
at home, over and over and over again 
I hear them say, what is going on up 
there in Washington, why has the dis-
cussion, the personal animosity that 
seems to be brought to so many of our 
debates, why is that occurring? It is a 
great question because it does a dis-
service to us all; it really does. 

What we are beginning tonight is 
what we are calling the Official Truth 
Squad. This is our new logo of the Offi-
cial Truth Squad, and we thought that 
was appropriate because there are so 
many times that you hear on the floor 
inaccuracies here, and so we thought it 
was appropriate to put together a 
group of folks that would come as often 
as needed to bring some truth. 

To start that truth, I just wanted to 
set kind of the premise of why people 
are so disgusted, what kinds of things 
that are being said that make people so 
doggone disgusted with some of the 
language that is going on up here in 
Washington. 

These are real quotes; and I think it 
is important, Mr. Speaker, that people 
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hear these things because, again, it 
does a disservice to the whole debate. 
These are quotes from Howard Dean, 
who is the chairman of the Democratic 
party. This is a quote just a year ago: 
‘‘I hate Republicans and everything 
they stand for.’’ Can you imagine that? 
What an awful thing to say to at least 
a third of the Nation, if not more, to 
individuals who voted in the last gen-
eral election for President, over half of 
the individuals that voted, and that 
kind of tenor is just wrong. It is just 
wrong. It does not help anything. 

Just 6 months ago or so, he said: ‘‘Re-
publicans, a lot of them haven’t made 
an honest living in their lives.’’ What 
kind of nonsense is that? What kind of 
disservice does that do to our Nation? 

We have heard some of that same 
kind of tone here on the House floor, 
and so we endeavored to put together a 
group that would talk about the truth, 
talk about real things, and try to bring 
some real information to our citizens 
all across this Nation. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, I do not 
have the exact quote, but he said some-
thing like, everyone is entitled to their 
own opinion but they are not entitled 
to their own facts; everyone’s entitled 
to their own opinion but not their own 
facts. So we thought we would bring 
some facts, and we will do that over 
this next hour and over the next num-
ber of days as we come and talk with 
folks. 

This Official Truth Squad grew out of 
the freshman class group of 24 or 25 of 
us who get together on a frequent 
basis, and we thought it was an appro-
priate thing to do to counter what has 
come to be known as the culture of 
cynicism, the culture of pessimism and 
the culture of negativity that we often-
times hear from the other side. So we 
hope to bring a much more positive 
outlook, a much more positive view, 
frankly, of our Nation and to bring 
some facts to the table that I think 
and we think are appropriate just so 
people have the right kind of informa-
tion out there to make decisions, to 
figure out what their government is 
doing and what it is not doing and 
what it ought to be doing. 

With that, I am pleased to be joined 
by my colleagues, and first to come 
talk to you about some things as its re-
lates to the economy and the budget is 
the gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Ms. FOXX). She is a member of the 
freshman class. I have come to know 
and respect her so highly. She has a 
background in education and is just as 
principled as they come and as frankly 
positive as one could be about the out-
look for our Nation. So the gentle-
woman is going to spend a few mo-
ments and talk with you about the 
economy and the budget. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) 
very much for inaugurating the Truth 
Squad here tonight. I think it is high 
time that many of us came here to the 
well and shared the truth against many 
of the negative things that have been 

said night after night after night on 
this floor. 

I am very positive about our country. 
It is the greatest country in the world, 
and it is the only place I know of where 
people are dying to get into. We need 
to make sure that the positive things 
about this country are talked about. 

I want to talk a little bit tonight 
about the important role this Congress 
is going to continue to play in bal-
ancing our budget by spending our con-
stituents’ money wisely and by putting 
our national priorities in order. I also 
am looking forward to exposing this 
hypocrisy that has been exhibited here 
night after night by people who are 
quick to lament our Nation’s problems 
but unwilling to take positive action 
towards solutions. 

The Congress must become a better 
steward of the taxpayers’ dollars, and 
we must do it now. Our constituents 
deserve to send less of their hard- 
earned dollars to Washington and 
spend more on their families, busi-
nesses, and dreams. By cutting spend-
ing and cutting taxes, we will allow 
citizens to have more time with their 
families because they will not be hav-
ing to work so much. Our constituents 
meticulously budget their dollars at 
their kitchen tables, and we owe it to 
them to do the same thing here in 
Washington. It is their dollars we 
spend, not ours. 

Cutting Federal spending is not an 
easy thing to do. We have seen this 
even as freshmen. However, it is the 
right thing to do, and my colleagues 
who join me here tonight recognize 
this important distinction and impor-
tant responsibility to do what is right 
over what is easy. 

We had the chance recently to slow 
the growth of Federal spending, and I 
am proud that this House did the right 
thing by passing the Deficit Reduction 
Act. However, those very same Demo-
crats who come here night after night 
and complain about the deficit were 
unwilling to roll up their sleeves and 
get to work to actually solve the prob-
lem. They had their chance to con-
tribute to a solution with the Deficit 
Reduction Act, but they took the easy 
way out by voting against the bill. The 
Deficit Reduction Act is one of the 
long-term solutions for the future that 
we are supporting. 

It is easy to hand out money willy- 
nilly. However, it is not easy to find 
areas to reduce chronic spending; but 
reduce Federal spending we must, and 
we must demand more accountability 
for that spending. 

My constituents work hard, and more 
of them are working than ever before. 
More people are working all over this 
country than ever before. They have 
adapted to our changing economy; and 
as a result of sound economic policy, 
more of them are in good jobs than 
ever before. We have reduced the tax 
burden on American workers and small 
businesses, and our economy is strong. 

The money coming into the Federal 
Government has increased dramati-

cally; but, unfortunately, the money 
we spend has increased dramatically, 
also. It is the taxpayers’ money we 
spend; and we must be responsible, me-
ticulous, frugal and effective in the 
ways the Federal Government spends 
this money. 

As this Congress takes up the fiscal 
year 2007 budget, I hope my colleagues 
will maintain that mentality. We have 
made great progress with the Deficit 
Reduction Act, but we must do much 
more to transition from deficit reduc-
tion to deficit elimination. 

I also call on the Democrats to con-
tribute to the solution and to do the 
right thing by finding commonsense 
ways to reduce Federal spending. While 
we are here tonight to expose some bla-
tant hypocrisy by the quick-to-com-
plain Democrats, I would also like to 
invite them to start doing the right 
thing. I would love to see some Demo-
crats join us in calling for reduced 
spending. I would love to see them 
back it up with a vote for reduced 
spending. It is not the easy thing to do, 
but it is the right thing to do. 

b 1945 

It is unfair to leave our children and 
grandchildren with massive debts re-
sulting from overspending. The Presi-
dent’s budget is a further attempt to 
help spare younger generations from 
debts that they do not deserve, but we 
must keep making progress with what 
the President outlined. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
my colleagues for joining me tonight 
in highlighting this important issue. I 
am really proud to be a part of the 
Truth Squad, made up only of House 
Republicans; and I would like to reit-
erate my hope that Democrats will join 
us in doing the right thing, however 
difficult, by slowing Federal spending. 
I look forward to working with them to 
restore fiscal accountability and re-
straint so we can continue to trim and 
soon eliminate the Federal deficit. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. PRICE for 
hosting this hour, and I am looking 
forward to many more evenings of our 
presenting to the American people the 
facts about our economy. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentlewoman’s partici-
pation and involvement. It brings light 
to the appropriate problem and the ap-
propriate solution. The problem is too 
much spending. The problem that we 
have here in Washington is too much 
spending, which means the appropriate 
solution is to decrease that spending. 
The Deficit Reduction Act was a move 
in the right direction, to decrease 
spending by $40 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, I know it is hard to be-
lieve, but we did not get a single vote 
from anybody on the other side of the 
aisle for something that is a move in 
the right direction. Was it as much as 
we would like? Certainly not. But with-
out any help from the other side, 
things get much more difficult. We ap-
preciate the gentlewoman bringing us 
the truth as it surrounds the budget. 
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I am pleased now to yield to the gen-

tlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) who, although not a mem-
ber of the freshman class, we have 
adopted because she brings such clarity 
of thought to the issues. She has pre-
sented the optimistic and positive view 
of our Nation and the hard work we are 
doing to move our Nation forward. I 
am pleased she is able to join us to-
night and talk a little bit about the 
budget. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Georgia, 
and kudos to Mr. PRICE and the other 
freshmen class members for starting 
the Truth Squad. I know that each and 
every one of you are going to do a 
great job as you take issue by issue 
that comes before this body, issues 
that are so important to the American 
people because we want to be certain 
that we do a few things while we are 
here, that we are good stewards of the 
taxpayers’ money, that we are diligent 
in preserving freedom because we know 
that our children and our grand-
children deserve the opportunity to 
have the ability to dream big dreams 
and, as we said last night, to grow up 
in a safe, free and secure world. We 
want that for them, and we want that 
for every American citizen. 

Certainly being certain that we focus 
on our economic security is important. 
As I said, last night we talked about 
national security and that importance, 
that we have that free, safe world. To-
night we will be looking at economic 
security. Congresswoman FOXX always 
speaks so well, and I loved what she 
was saying about the spending habits 
of Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, some of my constitu-
ents remind me regularly that Wash-
ington does not have a revenue prob-
lem, Washington has a spending prob-
lem. This great big bureaucracy that is 
built up around Washington has a tend-
ency to eat up those tax dollars that 
come from the local communities in 
Washington and somehow never get 
back out there to the programs. 

I think one thing we all would agree 
on is that Washington is never going to 
get enough of your money. It is never 
going to get enough of your money. It 
has an endless appetite for your 
money. Certainly Ronald Reagan’s 
statement that there is nothing so 
close to eternal life on earth as a Fed-
eral Government program, we see that 
borne out every single day. We as con-
servatives keep focusing on that spend-
ing problem. We keep focusing on ways 
to reduce Federal spending. 

Certainly we have made some in-
roads. The gentleman mentioned the 
Deficit Reduction Act which was and is 
a plan that is going to yield a savings 
for the American people. In this, we 
saw the 1 percent reduction. How we 
pushed to get those bills in there. Last 
year, we had bills, and the gentleman 
from Georgia joined me in sponsoring 
those bills for 1, 2 and 5 percent across- 
the-board reductions so that we would 
begin to prioritize. 

That is what the American people 
want us to do, to prioritize, to make 
decisions about where is the best way, 
the very best way for this government 
to function so that it is continuing to 
provide the services and the infrastruc-
ture that we need to be the greatest 
Nation in the world. That is what they 
want to see from us. We were so 
pleased to see those reductions in-
cluded in that Deficit Reduction Act. 
Yes, indeed, we are going to be working 
to be certain that we do that again this 
year. 

One of the good things about the 
Truth Squad and what you all are 
going to do over the next many months 
is to bring forward ideas, to bring for-
ward ideas. How do we make this gov-
ernment more efficient, how do we 
make it more effective, how are we cer-
tain that we are prioritizing and meet-
ing the needs and desires of the Amer-
ican people, and how do we hold the 
Federal Government accountable for 
the dollars that they are going to 
spend. Because it is not government’s 
money, it is the taxpayers’ money. 

I know that Representative CONAWAY 
is going to speak in a few more mo-
ments. I hope he is going to talk about 
the Federal Programs Offset Reduction 
Act that he introduced today. I am co-
sponsoring that bill. That is the type of 
innovative idea that we need to see 
brought forward. If you are going to 
propose a new program, then, by golly, 
get in this budget and find something 
that is duplicative, that has outlived 
its usefulness, that is wasteful and 
eliminate it. If you are going to do 
something new, take away something 
that is not working. 

As I have co-chaired the Task Force 
on Waste, Fraud and Abuse, that has 
been one of the creative suggestions 
and one of the recommendations, pro-
grams like that that we are looking 
for. We are looking forward to sup-
porting Mr. CONAWAY in that work be-
cause we know it is our responsibility 
to be a good steward. We know that it 
is our responsibility to keep in mind 
that Washington is never going to get 
enough of the taxpayers’ money, and 
we know that it is our responsibility to 
remember that Washington does not 
have a revenue problem. It gets plenty 
of money. Washington has a spending 
problem. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee for coming and providing great 
light for some of the principles that we 
ought to be holding dear here. 

One, we ought to be good stewards of 
the taxpayers’ money. We oftentimes 
see Washington just spending too dog-
gone much money. People know that. 
They understand and appreciate that. 

They also understand that Repub-
licans are the team that has the ideas, 
as Mrs. BLACKBURN said, to decrease 
spending. She has provided great lead-
ership in providing a bill that would re-
duce spending across the board at the 
Federal level by 1, 2 and 5 percent each. 
So take your pick. Where do you feel 

comfortable? I, frankly, would support 
as much as we can do. I know she 
would as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CONAWAY), another member of the 
freshman class of the 109th Congress, a 
Member I have come to respect very 
highly for so many things but espe-
cially for his financial acumen. He is a 
CPA in his real job, his real life, and he 
has brought great interest and enthu-
siasm to the challenges we have in the 
economy and in the budget. He sits on 
the Budget Committee. I am pleased to 
have him join us to talk about the 
budget and where we are headed in the 
future. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia for not 
only those kind words but also for cre-
ating the Truth Squad and being the 
motivating factor behind that. I think 
it is going to do us good to come here 
from time to time to talk about these 
things. 

I also want to thank my colleague 
from Tennessee for those very kind 
words. The bill the gentlewoman is 
talking about would actually be a 
change in the House rules for next ses-
sion, the 110th Congress, and that is if 
you can find something that the Fed-
eral Government is not already cur-
rently doing, in order to convince us 
that new program should come into ex-
istence, you have to do away with an 
existing program of equal or greater 
spending. 

In other words, if your new program 
is not more important than some other 
program in the vast array of public 
programs, basically you are telling us 
this new proposed program is the least 
important thing that our Federal Gov-
ernment can do. If that is the case, ob-
viously why would we do it? 

Now the great thing about being 
freshmen, except for Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
is that we do not know what we are not 
supposed to suggest and we do not 
know what, quote/unquote, cannot be 
done. I know this is going to cross ju-
risdictional lines within committees, 
and some would say that it puts a 
damper on the creative spirit that 
brings these new programs to life. In 
the short run, maybe that is not a bad 
idea. Nancy Reagan had it right when 
she said just say no to drugs. Maybe we 
should say just say no to new programs 
for a little cooling off period and get an 
evaluation. 

The President in his budget came up 
with 141 programs that through the 
evaluation process, an objective eval-
uation process, that could be targets 
for this program. 

What I would like to talk about to-
night is the reason why the discussions 
we are having tonight are so important 
and try to add a little sense of urgency 
to the overall issue of the budget for 
2007. That is the long-term look, the 50- 
year look at the growth in the Federal 
Government, growth in Federal spend-
ing. 

I would argue with just about any-
body that the single biggest threat to 
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our way of life is the growth in Federal 
spending over the next 50 years. Now I 
say that with a recognition that we are 
at war, the global war on terror is im-
portant and it is a crisis that we ought 
to have to deal with, but I think spend-
ing of the Federal Government will 
ruin the American way of life. 

If you look at studies done by the 
Congressional Budget Office, they have 
recently posted one to their Website, 
CBO.gov. If you look at that long-term 
study in the growth in Federal spend-
ing, it will frighten you or it should 
frighten you and add a sense of urgency 
to the need for what we are doing here 
and what we are discussing here to-
night, and that is to try to trim back 
the rate of growth in this government. 

Today, we spend an equivalent 
amount of 20 percent of our gross do-
mestic product. It is consumed by the 
Federal Government. That $2.7 trillion, 
in round numbers, that we will approve 
for the 2007 budget is about 20 percent 
of GDP. Our current tax revenues, all 
revenues for the Federal Government, 
are about 18 percent. So we are cre-
ating a deficit that we all have to deal 
with and decry. Nobody defends the 
deficit and nobody thinks it is the best 
way to go, but being an accountant and 
a CPA, those are the facts. As the pho-
tographer said, if you want a prettier 
picture, you need to bring me a 
prettier face. 

But let us look at that spending out 
over 45 years. In the year 2050, if you 
look at the CBO report, the Federal 
Government will consume about 50 per-
cent of gross domestic product. My col-
league from Atlanta knows the world 
has never seen a free market enterprise 
country where the central government 
can consume half the GDP and the rest 
of the country prosper on the other 
half. It just does not work that way. 

So we have two choices as I see it. 
One, reduce the rate of growth and re-
duce the programs that are not sus-
tainable and bring the projected 
growth in Federal Government in line 
with what tax revenues can be. Or out 
of whole cloth, come up with a brand 
new economic system, a brand new way 
of doing business that will allow the 
central government to consume half, 
and the rest of us prosper and grow and 
have a better standard of living on the 
other half. 

Today, we had hearings in the Budget 
Committee. We had General David 
Walker, the head of the Government 
Accountability Office; we had Douglas 
Holtz-Eakin, who was the immediate 
past chair or the director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office; and we had 
Elizabeth Sawhill from the Brookings 
Institute, three individuals with impec-
cable credentials in this area. They 
bring a great deal of credibility to the 
table. 

Today in the hearings they were 
unanimous in the problem we are talk-
ing about, in their agreement with the 
problem we are talking. 

Now GAO’s estimate is about 40 per-
cent of GDP by 2050, and the Congres-

sional Budget Office is about 50 per-
cent. There is a margin of error there 
that is irrelevant when you look at 
revenues. The question was asked, can 
we grow our way out of this problem? 
And the short answer was eloquent in 
its brevity. All three simply said, no, 
we cannot grow our way out of it. 

b 2000 

We cannot grow our way out of it, an 
elegance to that answer that was deaf-
ening in the room. So we cannot grow 
our way out of it. 

It requires us to begin to make 
choices today that are easier than the 
choices available to us next year, and 
are clearly easier today than any 
choice we will have 3 years from now 
regarding how we will begin to reduce 
the rate of growth in this Federal Gov-
ernment. 

As I have said, in this Chamber we 
give speeches, and with hyperbole we 
typically overreach and puff and brag 
in order to convince our colleagues 
that our particular argument is cor-
rect. 

But a threat to our way of life, the 
threat to my grandchildren, your 
grandchildren, is there. It is imminent 
when you look at the long term. The 
bad news about it is it is not imminent 
in the sense that it is going to happen 
tomorrow afternoon. 

We as Americans just tend to deal 
with today’s issue, tomorrow’s issue, 
maybe next week’s issue; but we rarely 
want to take a look at 45 years down 
the road and make some hard choices 
that we have today. Let me finish up 
with one quick anecdote about the im-
portance of doing this. 

I have six wonderful grandchildren 
that I am incredibly proud of. When I 
talk in the district to town hall meet-
ings and groups like this, I typically 
ask all the grandparents to raise their 
hands. You get a good smattering of 
those folks. 

I say, which grandparent in the room 
today would take their grandchildren 
to their local bank and say, Mr. Local 
Banker, I want to borrow every dollar 
in this bank, but I want my grand-
children to sign the note. I want them 
to be responsible for paying it off. I am 
going to take the money, and I am 
going to spend it on a few good things, 
but I want to spend it the way I see fit. 
But I want you to look at my grand-
children and make them pay off that 
debt. 

There is not a grandparent in the 
room that says yes. There is not a 
grandparent anywhere that I know of 
who would take that. Then I look at 
them and say that is exactly what we 
are doing as a group. Our collective 
conduct is doing just that. By 2050, we 
will have an economic model that can-
not be sustained, and the size of the 
Federal Government cannot be sup-
ported by any level of taxation that 
would make sense. 

In an attempt to add some sense of 
urgency to the importance of what our 
colleagues, you and our other col-

leagues, are talking about tonight with 
respect to this year’s budget and next 
year’s budget and next year’s spending, 
the long look is important. As I said to 
start with, I believe that this is the 
single biggest threat to our way of life 
that we face, that is, acknowledging 
the fact that we are at war with some 
pretty terrible people. 

Dr. Price, I appreciate you allowing 
me to speak with the group tonight. I 
appreciate you allowing me this time, 
and thank you for your leadership in 
this Truth Squad effort as we go for-
ward in the second session of the 109th 
Congress. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you so 
much, Congressman CONAWAY, for your 
clarity. Clarity of thought is not often 
seen here in Washington. You have just 
laid out for us, really, a pretty fore-
boding picture that in a relatively 
short period of time, less than one life-
time, the government, if not changed, 
will spend 45, 50 percent of the GDP on 
government, on government programs. 
That just cannot be done, as you say. 

The positive thing that you mention 
is we can solve it. We can solve it if we 
all knuckle down and get to work to-
gether, which I think is the uplifting 
message that we need to give to the 
American people, because it can be 
solved. We just have to do it together 
and do it positively. 

Thank you so much for coming and 
joining us this evening. 

We are joined now by THELMA DRAKE, 
Congresswoman DRAKE, who is another 
member of the freshman class and an-
other member of the Official Truth 
Squad who oftentimes comes to the 
floor and just provides great insight 
into so many different areas. She is a 
Representative from Virginia, has 
owned a small business, understands 
what it means to sign the front side of 
a paycheck, and has great insight into 
the economy and the budget itself. I 
want to thank you so much for joining 
us tonight. 

She is going to talk a little bit more 
about the budget. 

Mrs. DRAKE. Thank you, Congress-
man PRICE. I want to thank you for 
this effort, because this is a big effort 
to bring people together to come and 
talk about America. I really chuckled 
when I heard Congresswoman 
BLACKBURN talk about Ronald Reagan’s 
quote, that no program has eternal life 
like a Federal program. 

You will remember, in the Presi-
dent’s budget last year, in our very 
first year as freshmen here, that he did 
propose cuts in programs, and he has 
proposed cuts in programs this year. 

The theory behind that is there is no 
way to end programs without making 
very, very hard choices. But I do ad-
mire that the President and this Con-
gress are willing to look at does a pro-
gram work, what are the results, and 
how could that money be used if it 
were used somewhere else. There are 
two things that I hear back home, and 
one is, when are you going to balance 
the budget, and when are you going to 
control spending? 
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But then, of course, if a program is 

cut, the next thing I hear is, why was 
that program cut? Of course, you and I 
understand, when we say cut, now, 
with these programs, we are talking 
about cutting. But usually when some-
one says something was cut, they usu-
ally mean it is a reduction in the 
growth of spending. I think that is 
clear that we need to talk about that 
so the public does not believe that 
there has actually been a reduction. 

With my staff, I look at them and 
say, don’t tell me percentages; give me 
the dollar amount for last year, the 
dollar amount for this year, and then 
we can stop talking about cuts. Med-
icaid. We have heard from constituents 
at home who say I want to talk to you 
about cuts in Medicaid. I say, do you 
mean the 7 percent growth as opposed 
to the 7.4 percent growth that was pro-
jected before? 

But last year as a freshman, when 
people would come to me, and they 
would say the President has cut my 
program, I would explain the Presi-
dent’s philosophy, which was, let’s look 
for programs that work, let’s look for 
programs that don’t. 

So I would say, maybe the President 
has made a mistake, and maybe his in-
formation is wrong. If you would like 
to come back to me with the good in-
formation, we will take it to the Presi-
dent. 

Not one person ever came back. 
I learned as a child in school that 

taxes are what we pay for civilization. 
We as Americans all believe in that. 
We know that we have a responsibility 
to Americans who are less fortunate. 
We have the grave responsibility of de-
fending this Nation, of educating our 
children, that we have huge respon-
sibilities on us. But one of the greatest 
responsibilities, I think, is to ensure 
that every dollar we spend of taxpayer 
money is spent wisely. 

But what I was really thinking 
about, when I came over here tonight, 
because I came over here tonight to 
talk about how great our Nation is, as 
I came to the floor, one of the things I 
thought was how quickly we as Ameri-
cans have recovered since the very dev-
astating attacks of 9/11. 

We gathered our strength and our re-
solve and, through the courage of our 
fighting men and women, have taken 
the battle to the terrorists who despise 
our love of freedom and our open soci-
ety. We have risen as a beacon of hope 
to those who live in the Middle East 
and yearn for the freedoms that we 
have. 

Perhaps the most important thing 
about Americans and what we have 
been attacked for, and please believe 
me, the targets that they took were 
not chosen at random, when the terror-
ists attacked the Twin Towers on 9/11, 
they did that because they are impor-
tant symbols to our commitment to 
capitalism and to free and open mar-
kets. They struck us at our core. What 
they intended to injure was our spirit. 

It was here that they failed, because 
they underestimated the strength of 

the American people. The American 
people know that while bricks and 
mortar can be torn down, that our re-
solve and commitment to the prin-
ciples that define us cannot be har-
nessed. 

We have weathered a very difficult 
recession. We have weathered the at-
tacks of 9/11. We have experienced the 
burst of the telecom bubble; and now 
we find ourselves, once again, in an 
economy that is exploding with growth 
and opportunity. 

Today our economy is experiencing 
significant growth. Since the second 
quarter of 2003, we have experienced an 
average of 3.8 percent quarterly gross 
domestic product growth. Nearly 4.7 
million new jobs have been created 
since that time, and today’s unemploy-
ment rate is at 4.7 percent. That is 
lower on average than the seventies, 
eighties and nineties. 2.1 million jobs 
have been created in the past year, and 
193,000 were created in the past month 
alone. 

Congressman PRICE, I would say that 
tells a very important story about our 
Nation. Real after-tax income has 
grown by 7 percent since 2001. The av-
erage hourly wage is up 3.3 percent 
over the past 12 months, the largest 12- 
month increase in just under 3 years. 
Inflation remains low. Consumer con-
fidence is at a 3-year high, and home-
ownership is at an all-time high. Tax 
revenues for fiscal year 2005 grew by 
14.6 percent over fiscal year 2004. That 
has resulted in a $120 billion reduction 
in the deficit. 

This is a perfect example that there 
is such a thing as taxpayer behavior, 
that when you allow people to keep 
their own money, they create jobs, 
they save it, they invest it, they spend 
it, they grow our economy. I believe, 
and I know that you believe, that our 
tax policy must support our economy, 
and it must grow our revenues. 

Congress is currently in the process 
of renewing aspects of the legislation, 
the tax cuts, that have brought a lot of 
this economic growth about. 

But today is not a day to rest on our 
laurels. Leadership is about creating a 
vision of where we want to go and how 
we want to get there. It is not enough 
to create a favorable climate for eco-
nomic growth. This majority has a 
clear vision of how we can help Ameri-
cans succeed in this climate. 

You and I both serve on the House 
Education and Workforce Committee. 
We both know how hard our committee 
has worked to provide greater edu-
cational opportunities for Americans 
from all backgrounds, as well as to pro-
vide assistance for prospective employ-
ees to receive the skills and training 
they need to be competitive in today’s 
workforce. You and I know the com-
mittee will continue to work hard this 
year. 

I also think it is important, as I 
close, to just talk about who in Amer-
ica pays taxes. One of the things that 
we have heard over and over again is 
that the tax cuts are for the top 1 per-

cent of America. Americans do not re-
alize that 50 percent of our people pay 
over 96 percent of the taxes. The top 50 
percent pay 96.5 percent of our taxes. 

That means the bottom 50 percent 
wage earners pay 3.5 percent of our 
taxes. Forty-four million Americans 
are estimated to owe zero Federal 
taxes this year and will receive a dol-
lar-for-dollar rebate for their with-
holding tax, thanks to the 10 percent 
bracket that was created. 

I think it is the least-told story of 
the year, how great our economy has 
done, the success of the tax policies. I 
think it is a story America needs to 
hear, and I thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to stand and talk about 
America, how great our Nation is, how 
wonderfully our economy is growing, 
and that we are committed to the poli-
cies that will continue that growth, 
continue to improve the lifestyles of 
all Americans. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. What a won-
derful vision you have created and the 
great story that you have told about 
the recovery after 9/11 and the incred-
ible economy that we have going in 
America right now. 

Often at home, people do not under-
stand that. They aren’t getting told 
that, certainly not on the nightly news 
and not in the newspaper. Thank you 
so very, very much for joining us. 

I also want to just highlight what 
Representative DRAKE said about the 
words that are used here in Wash-
ington. So often you hear about cut-
ting this and cutting that. In fact, 
things are not being cut. We will talk 
a little bit more about that in just a 
minute. 

Oftentimes, things are just decreas-
ing the rate of increase, which is a lit-
tle different way to say it, but it has 
been said that Washington is the only 
place where a decrease in the amount 
of growth that was projected is consid-
ered a cut. We just have to suffer with 
that. 

That is why we are joining you to-
night as the Official Truth Squad, to 
bring some real facts, some truth to 
the issue of the economy. I wanted to 
expand a little bit on what I hear at 
home when people talk about the kind 
of news that they see on television or 
the kind of things that they most often 
read in the paper. 

b 2015 
They want to know why are they not 

hearing these good things about Amer-
ica. 

To highlight once again some of the 
statistics about our economy, 17 
straight quarters of growth, 17 straight 
quarters of growth. The home owner-
ship rate in our Nation now is at an all- 
time high. Nearly 70 percent of Ameri-
cans own their own home, 70 percent. 
What an incredible story that is, and it 
cuts across all demographic lines and 
all sectors of our society. And that is 
positive. That is a positive thing, that 
is a good thing, and it is the result of 
the economic policies that have been 
put in place here in this Congress. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:40 Nov 16, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H15FE6.REC H15FE6C
C

O
LE

M
A

N
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H311 February 15, 2006 
Unemployment rate: 4.7 percent. 

Four point seven percent. And most 
economists will tell you that 5 percent 
unemployment is full employment be-
cause we have got people looking for 
jobs or looking to change their job or 
moving, those kinds of things. Five 
percent is full employment. Right now, 
our unemployment rate is 4.7 percent. 
Four point seven million new jobs in 
the last 5 years. Good news. Great 
news. It really is. 

And because you occasionally get 
that, this is today’s Wall Street Jour-
nal. The other side likes to talk about 
their third-party validators. Here is a 
third-party validator, a Wall Street 
Journal, front page story today: ‘‘Re-
tail Sales surge 2.3 percent, Under-
lining Economy’s Health. A 2.3 percent 
increase in sales. That just shows the 
kind of wonderful and good economy 
that we have got going. So we have got 
a plan. We have got a plan to continue 
to increase the wonderful performance 
of this economy. 

I wanted to talk a little bit more 
about some truthful aspects that ought 
to be discussed, and Representative 
DRAKE talked about this, this chart 
here, again trying to bring some truth 
to the issue of who pays taxes. Often-
times, we hear that the wealthy do not 
pay any taxes in this Nation at all and 
they have all sorts of ways to get 
around paying taxes. And this graph is 
so telling because oftentimes we hear, 
Mr. Speaker, that a picture is worth a 
thousand words, and this picture is. 

We have got six bars here. The first 
bar here is the top 1 percent of wage 
earners in this Nation, and then, on 
this ordinate here, we have got the per-
cent of taxes that they pay. Out of 100 
percent of taxes here in America, what 
percent did the top 1 percent of wage 
earners pay? Thirty-four point two 
seven percent. Over a third of the taxes 
in this Nation paid by the top 1 percent 
wage earners. And if you go on down, 
the top 5 percent pay over 50 percent of 
the taxes in this Nation. 

These numbers are not my numbers. 
These are official numbers, and it just 
is really telling. 

When we look down at that fifth bar, 
the largest bar there, that is the top 
percent, 50 percent of wage earners. 
That is half of the wage earners in this 
Nation. And the top 50 percent, as Con-
gresswoman DRAKE said, pay 96.54 per-
cent of the taxes. The bottom 50 per-
cent of wage earners pay less than 4 
percent. 

So when you hear that the wealthy in 
this Nation are not paying their fair 
share, I do not know about you, but I 
would say that this distribution is not 
unfair to those at the lower end of our 
scale, and it ought not be. But this is 
the truth. This is the truth. When you 
hear those other lines and you hear 
those other statements, you just know 
that it is not the truth. 

This chart here talks about the rev-
enue growth that we have had. This is 
the amount of money coming into the 
Federal Government. And you have 

heard it said oftentimes that in Wash-
ington we do not have a revenue prob-
lem, we have got a spending problem. 
And, indeed, we do. Washington spends 
too much of the hard-working tax-
payers’ money. But I think this chart 
is telling. Because what this shows 
from the year 2000, and it is projected 
out to the year 2011, there is a dip here 
at about 2002, 2003 in revenue coming 
into the Federal Government. And cur-
rently in 2006, the amount of money 
that came into the Federal Govern-
ment is $2.3 trillion. A lot of money. A 
lot of money. 

But being an individual who likes to 
know why things happen, I want to 
know why that increase occurred; and I 
think it is important to know that at 
this point at almost the lowest point of 
revenue over the past 5 years, 6 years 
in this Nation, what happened is that 
we decreased taxes. We decreased taxes 
through the President’s recommenda-
tions and through the hard work of this 
Republican Congress, decreased taxes 
to all taxpayers in this Nation. 

And what happens when you put 
more money in people’s pockets? In-
credibly, what happens is that there is 
more revenue that comes into the Fed-
eral Government because they become 
more productive. They spend more, but 
they save more, and they have greater 
incentive, greater incentive, frankly, 
to work. So the truth of the matter 
about revenues in this Nation is that 
they are up because of decreases in 
taxes. 

Numbers do not lie. Senator Moy-
nihan said everybody is entitled to 
their own opinion, but they are not en-
titled to their own facts. And the facts 
will show that, in fact, after the tax de-
creases what happened is an increase in 
revenue. 

Now, oftentimes our friends on the 
other side of the aisle like to say, and, 
in fact, we have heard it here tonight 
and I wrote it down because I hear it so 
often but it is put in different ways, 
but we heard tonight that government 
assistance to education has been flat 
under this leadership. ‘‘Government as-
sistance has been flat.’’ Well, again, 
you are welcome to your own opinions, 
but you are not welcome to your own 
facts. 

Here are the education totals: The 
annual growth over the last 5 years, 
the annual growth over the last 5 
years, 2000, nearly $40 billion in growth 
in education expenditures from the 
Federal Government. Forty billion dol-
lars. In 2001, over $40 billion of growth. 
In 2002, nearly $50 billion in growth. 
And you see the other columns there: 
2003, 2004, 2005, continual increases. 
This is not the increase from 1 year to 
the next. This is the absolute amount 
of money, new money, Federal Govern-
ment money being spent on education. 

So when you hear people say that the 
amount of money going into the edu-
cation of our children and our young 
people has not increased or it has de-
creased or it has been cut or it is not 
growing at all or it is flat, that is sim-

ply not true. Simply not true. Again, 
you are welcome to your own opinions. 
You are not welcome to your own 
facts. 

What about Pell grants, Pell grant 
funding? Pell grants are those grants 
that the Federal Government appro-
priately provides to those individuals 
who want to seek a higher education 
degree and they simply do not have the 
resources to be able to assist them. 
What has happened to Pell grants since 
the year 2000? Remember the sounds 
that you hear from the other side that 
these cuts have been disastrous, that 
you are cutting and you are slashing? 
In fact, the annual growth in Pell 
grants over the last 5 years average, 
average, a 10.3 percent increase per 
year. That does not sound like a cut to 
me. That does not sound like a cut to 
me. 

So what this chart shows is signifi-
cant growth year after year after year, 
billions of dollars over the last 6 years 
annually. Not a cut. Not a cut. And 
that is appropriate. It is appropriate 
that we do that, but what we are here 
tonight to bring to the American peo-
ple, Mr. Speaker, are some facts, some 
truth that we would like to share with 
the American people. 

What I would like to do this evening 
in my brief time remaining is to just 
bring a little truth and fact to where 
Federal Government spending occurs. 
Because I think it is important for the 
American people to know and appre-
ciate just what their Federal Govern-
ment is spending their hard-earned tax-
payer money on. 

This is a pie chart. It is relatively 
simple, and there are about six major 
categories of spending that the Federal 
Government has. And you have heard a 
lot about automatic spending that oc-
curs, and those automatic areas are the 
area of Social Security, the area of 
Medicare, and 20.5 percent for things 
like Medicaid and pensions and the 
like, and then there is net interest. 
Then there is the discretionary side, 
which really is the only side that we 
have been able to affect to any great 
degree. One is defense, which is about 
20 percent of the Federal budget, and 
the other is 19.2 percent, which covers 
everything else that the Federal Gov-
ernment does. So I think it is impor-
tant to get an appreciation for where 
Federal Government money is going. 
Social Security, 21 percent right now. 
Medicare, 11.9 percent. Other entitle-
ments or other automatic spending, 
20.5 percent. 

We were talking about the amount of 
spending, where the Federal Govern-
ment spends its money; and the pre-
vious pie chart showed what we have 
right now, in 2005. Currently, the Fed-
eral Government spends 54 percent on 
what are called mandatory programs, 
and it really ought not be called man-
datory. We could call it automatic. It 
is oftentimes called entitlements. 

But in that portion of this pie chart 
are Medicare, Medicaid, Social Secu-
rity, some Federal pensions and the 
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like. But those are programs that have 
formula within them that allow them 
just to continue to perpetuate year 
after year after year. And this area of 
the pie chart is what Representative 
CONAWAY talked about. That is the 
area that will consume 50 percent, 50 
percent of the entire gross domestic 
product. 

Currently, this is 20 percent of the 
budget. This, over the next 10 years, 
will grow to 62 percent. As you can see, 
this trend, in 1995, it was 49 percent; 
2005, 54 percent; 2015, 62 percent. That 
trend is one that we cannot sustain as 
a Nation. It just cannot happen, unless 
you do what the other side talks about 
repeatedly, which is to raise taxes; and, 
as Congressman CONAWAY talked 
about, in fact, you cannot even grow 
your way out of it. You cannot even 
raise taxes enough to cover that and 
sustain our way of life as a Nation. So 
I think it is incredibly important that 
when we are talking here on the floor 
of the House that we talk about real 
facts, real facts, honest information for 
the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would just 
like to say what a pleasure it has been 
to come before the American people to-
night and to gather a group of what we 
are calling the official truth squad of 
primarily the freshmen class. And, Mr. 
Speaker, as president of the freshman 
class, Representative JINDAL from Lou-
isiana has been wonderfully supportive 
of these efforts to bring truth to the 
floor of the House. What a wonderful 
thing. 

We live in an incredible and a great 
and a wonderful Nation. It is a Nation 
that has, through liberty and through 
freedom, benefited more citizens than 
ever known in the history of the world. 
We believe, on this Republican side of 
the aisle, that it is important that gov-
ernment does do some things, but we 
do not want government running every 
part of our life. 

There are a couple of things the gov-
ernment should do well. It should de-
fend us well. It should have a balanced 
budget and be able to keep the commit-
ments that it makes. We have a clear 
and a positive plan to build a safer 
world and a more hopeful America. We 
believe that Washington spends too 
much money, too much of the tax-
payers’ hard-earned money, and we 
have a commitment to balance the 
budget through controlling the growth 
in spending. 

The other side, as I mentioned, tends 
to be interested in doing one thing, and 
that is raising your taxes. There is a 
plan afoot right now that they have to 
increase and raise your taxes. It seems 
to be oftentimes the only solution that 
they have. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we were sent to 
Washington to solve problems. Dif-
ficult problems, yes. But my colleagues 
and I and the official truth squad will 
be here many, many times over the 
coming months to bring reality to the 
discussions that we are having, to 
bring some truth to the discussions 

that we are having, and to remember 
what Senator Moynihan said, and that 
is that you are welcome to your own 
opinions but you are not welcome to 
your own facts. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
leadership once again so very much for 
the opportunity to present this hour. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 32. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide criminal penalties 
for trafficking in counterfeit marks. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1777. An act to provide relief for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina. 

f 

b 2030 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS INNOVATIVE 
AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JINDAL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I am claiming this time 
on behalf of myself and other col-
leagues who will be joining me shortly 
to talk about what really has made 
America such an economic power in 
the world and such a leader in both ec-
onomics and in innovation, and that is 
in the 1960s when President Kennedy 
made the case to send a person to the 
Moon and to bring that person back 
safely, it was more than a moon shot. 
It was an expression of optimism about 
the talent in this country and about 
the resources in this country. 

In the process of sending that indi-
vidual to the Moon and back, we also 
built a great infrastructure. We built a 
great infrastructure that consisted of 
one of the great public-private partner-
ships in the history of the world, a 
partnership between our academic in-
stitutions, our research institutions, 
the private sector, and the U.S. Gov-
ernment. In putting that partnership 
together, we created both the physical 
resources to create the rocket ships 
and the infrastructure at NASA, and 
also the intellectual basis and founda-
tion to make the discoveries necessary. 

That is where America has been for 
the last 50 years. It has ridden out on 
the point of scientific discovery, of the 
discovery of knowledge, the acquisition 
of knowledge, and in the resulting in-
novation, in the resulting economic 
growth and the world leadership in 
those areas. It has served this country 
well. It has made it the richest country 

in the world. It has made it the strong-
est country in the world because of 
that innovation, because of that sci-
entific discovery. 

Some of that was done through the 
National Science Foundations. Some of 
that was done through the National In-
stitutes of Health, the National Insti-
tutes of Medicine, in conjunction with 
other research facilities and with the 
private sector. 

It was very interesting as the Demo-
crats started to consider the need for 
reinvestment in America’s innovation 
infrastructure; and we thought about 
what would it mean at this time to 
push ahead for the next generation of 
innovation, the next generation of 
innovators, the next generation of 
manufacturing jobs in this country, 
the next generation of other jobs in 
this country and the economic growth 
that could continue to drive the Amer-
ican standard of living for America’s 
families. 

As we talked to those who had been 
so very successful in the world of tech-
nology and biotechnology and venture 
capitalists who have gone forth to try 
and fund these bright young people and 
their ideas, those people who today are 
the CEOs and the presidents and the 
founders of some of the most successful 
companies in the history of the world, 
American companies in the technology 
field and the biotech field, it is inter-
esting that all of them fully under-
stood that they were the inheritors, 
they were the inheritors of that public- 
private partnership, of that investment 
that was made in the scientific dis-
covery, that investment that was made 
in new young mathematicians and sci-
entists and engineers; the fact that 
this country decided that it was impor-
tant enough for our national security, 
for our economic security, that we 
would fully pay people’s way with fel-
lowships so they could spend their full 
time in the quest of that new knowl-
edge, those skills, those talents, and 
achieved their Ph.D.s and other ad-
vanced degrees in math, science, and 
engineering. 

All of these people today recognize 
that when they were starting their 
companies in the garages of California, 
in the small business parks of New Jer-
sey, in the small business parks and 
the university research labs across this 
country, they were the inheritors of 
that investment made by this Nation. 

They also told us in these meetings 
that they felt in that public-private 
partnership the public side had been 
lagging, the public side had not been 
keeping up with the kind of invest-
ments that were going to be necessary 
if we in fact were going to have long- 
term, high-risk, high-reward research 
taking place in this country, the kind 
of research that does lead you to the 
next generation of innovation, to the 
next generation of jobs and economic 
growth and world leadership, that we 
need to reinvest in that. 

They talked about how we doubled 
and this Congress made a decision on a 
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